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Comments NIST Draft SG Issues Paper
Name:  Gary McNaughton & Bob Saint                                                                        Affiliation:  MultiSpeak

Please your comment and your proposed change, if any.

E/G/T: E = editorial (typo, grammar, clarification), G = general, T = technical
ID = (Company initials)-(comment number); e.g., NIST-1 for first NIST comment; NIST-2 for second NIST comment

	Section
	E/G/T
	ID
	Comment
	Proposed change
	Resolution 

	A-2
	G
	MultiSpeak - 1
	The bulleted list at the end of section 2, in part addresses required harmonization efforts between sets of smart grid standards.  It overlooks the required harmonization between MultiSpeak and the family of IEC 61968 standards.
	Change the second bullet to read ” 
harmonization of the “next generation” suites of standards that meet Smart Grid requirements, such as IEC 61850 with the CIM standards, IEC 61970 and 61968, MultiSpeak® and IEC 61968,  and more demanding QoS requirements of NASPInet” 


	

	B-2
	G
	MultiSpeak - 2
	The description of MultiSpeak at the end of this section is misleading.
	Replace the entire paragraph with the following:
“MultiSpeak®, developed by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association and software vendors, has focused on well-defined interoperable interfaces for smaller co-op utilities lacking resources to develop their own protocols. It takes the opposite approach; it values interoperability to a greater extent than the capacity for ultimate local customizability. It defines each application interface in a very clear manner through the command and payload semantics without a need to rely upon the possible variations of information infrastructure (e.g., “middleware”) at the utility. This approach facilitates interoperability between vendors and results in interfaces that interoperate among business partners. Feature sets are scalable to better enable appropriate integration, and there are clear rules for extending the protocol. Presently there are more than 30 interfaces defined for functions such as meter reading, connect/disconnect, meter data management, outage detection, load management, SCADA, demand response, and distribution automation control.
	

	Figure 1
	T
	MultiSpeak - 3
	The tag describing the IT integration domain is incomplete.
	The tag that currently reads “IEC 61970/61968 for Enterprise IT Integration” should read “IEC 61970/61968/MultiSpeak for Enterprise IT Integration”
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